
 
Welcome to Music! 

Dear Parents: 
 

 I am very excited to have your child in music class this year.  Music is a subject in 
which we can all discover our individual talents.   Music is a fun class in which we will 

perform, compose, analyze, and explore the traditions of other cultures.  Your child will also 
have the opportunity to audition for special choral and instrumental ensembles. 

 
 It is expected that all students will come to class prepared and ready to participate.  If 

they do this, there will be nothing to stop them from experiencing and learning many new 
things.  I promise to likewise be prepared for class everyday and bring an enthusiasm to the 

classroom that will ensure a positive learning environment.   
 

 Music is a subject that is very dear to my heart.  It is my hope that each student will 
develop a further appreciation for music and that many of them will want to continue to 

study music as they progress through school. 
 
 All students should feel free to ask any questions they might have about this class.  

On the back of this sheet you will find information about grading and the music content 
standards that I will go over with students.  Students and parents are welcome to 

communicate with me about any questions or concerns.  
 

 I look forward to an exciting year of music making together! 
 

       Virginia Fowler 
       Music Teacher 

 

Grade-Level Academic Standards for General Music 

 

1. I can arrange and compose music. 
2. I can improvise music. 
3. I can sing alone and with others. 
4. I can play instruments alone and with others. 
5. I can read and notate music. 
6. I can analyze music. 
7. I can evaluate music. 

8. I can examine music from a variety of stylistic and historical periods and cultures. 

9. I can relate music to other arts disciplines, other subjects, and career paths. 

 

 
https://bit.ly/2KdUl4w 

https://bit.ly/2KdUl4w


Here are some of the things your students will be doing this year: 
 

Kindergarten and 1st grade: 
 Singing and playing Orff instruments 
 Counting and reading music on the staff 
 Studying composers Rimsky-Korsakov/Mussorgsky/Saint-Saens (Kindergarten) or 

Prokofiev/Sousa/Vivaldi (1st Grade) 
 Learning about instrument families and making our own instruments 
 Learning to play hand bells! 

 
2nd and 3rd grade: 

 Singing and playing Orff instruments 
 Counting and reading music on the staff 
 Studying composers Tchaikovsky/Grieg (2nd Grade) or Beethoven/Holst/Haydn (3rd Grade) 
 Learning about instrument families and instruments from other countries 
 Learning to play hand bells (2nd grade) or piano (3rd grade) 

 
4th and 5th grade: 

 African drumming (5th Grade) 
 Singing and playing Orff instruments 
 Counting and reading music on the staff 
 Studying composers Bach/Mozart (4th Grade) or Tchaikovsky (5th Grade) 
 Learning about Blues and Jazz (5th Grade) 
 Learning to play the recorder!!! 

 

Grading in Fine Arts Classes 
 

Students in 1st and 2nd grade are graded in Fine Arts using E, M, P, and I.  
Students in 3rd, 4th, and 5th grade are graded in Fine Arts using E, S, N, and U.  
Please use the following scale to understand their grade on both graded papers and report cards: 
 
1st and 2nd grade:      3rd, 4th, and 5th grade 
4 = E  “Exceeds”     4 = E  “Excellent” 
3 = M  “Met”      3 = S  “Satisfactory” 
2 = P  “Progressing Toward”   2 = N  “Needs Improvement” 
1 = I  “Improvement Needed”   1 = U  “Unsatisfactory” 
 

Materials for Music Class and Wish List 
 

4th and 5th grade students will be learning to play the recorder this year.  The cost is $3.00 

per student if you choose to order one through FES.  More information will come home 
about this at a later date.  While there are no other required materials for music class any 

donations of the following items would be greatly appreciated:   Hand sanitizer, tissues, 
crayons, color copy paper, coffee cans with lids, and scotch tape.   THANK YOU!!!! 

 

 
https://www.donorschoose.org/fowler 

https://www.donorschoose.org/fowler

